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Public Watchdogs sponsors
massive Nuclear Safety Aerial
Demonstration

On June 9th a huge art event in view of the
failed San Onofre Nuclear Plant was created by
307 indigenous people, surfers and Public
Watchdogs supporters who laid down their
bodies and their surf boards to form the image
you see below. Public Watchdogs joined in
See Acjachemen, Page 3

Why do we need independent
radiation monitoring?

We don’t need permission to monitor the truth.
Do you trust Southern California Edison to
tell you the truth about radiation levels at the
failed San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station?
SCE’s habit of not being forthcoming to the
public goes back a long way. In 2006 when SCE
began designing their ‘Replacement Steam
Generators’ (RFGs) they claimed the new ones
would be a ‘like-for-like’ design.
Not so. SCE installed experimental and yet
untested
See Monitoring, Page 2

Who We Are and What We Do
Public Watchdogs is a tax-deductible California
nonprofit formed under the premise that the
“public has a right to know how the government
conducts the public’s business.”

Monitoring continued from page 1
replacement nuclear steam generators. To do
this, Edison removed critical safety features to
create extra space for more high-profit steam
tubes (more steam tubes meant more money).
That deception was a foolish and costly
blunder. The intentional removal of the safety
equipment (as predicted by Dwight Nunn, one of
Edison’s own executives) created a ‘water
hammer’ that broke the steam tubes and leaked
deadly radiation into the air in San Diego. Fast
forward: San Onofre now houses 3.6 million
pounds (the equivalent of 72 Chernobyls) of
highly toxic spent nuclear fuel (SNF) that is
being buried 108 feet from the ocean, on an
earthquake fault, in a tsunami zone.
Oh yeah, and in the middle of millions of
residents and more millions of unsuspecting
tourists. Did someone flunk their exams at the
College of Common Sense?
Not only does Edison have no way to monitor
the thin-walled cans they are sticking in the
ground, but it was revealed last March that
Edison now has a problem with the can’s design.
Even a hairline crack could mean disaster.
Will we be the guinea pigs in an experiment
gone awry? Public Watchdogs says ‘No!’ We
need a way to monitor exactly what our
community is being exposed to, and we don’t
need permission to monitor the truth.
With the help of donors like you, Public
Watchdogs has initiated independent radiation
monitoring to detect, track, and report radiation
readings on-line and in real-time. By donating
now you can help build this radiation detection
system. Check it out for yourself at our website.
Imagine what your dollars will do!

Public Watchdogs Board
Member gets presidential
promise on Nuclear waste

Public Watchdogs Board Member Pam Patterson elevated nuclear waste at SONGS to
national awareness with President Trump at a
Washington DC conference. Patterson, a City of
San Juan Capistrano Council Member, informed
Mr. Trump about the dangerous beachfront
storage of nuclear waste at San Onofre. Trump
replied “We’ll have to look into that.” Thanks
Pam! Get the video.

State Lands’ Environmental
Impact Report raises Red Flags
Public Watchdogs has been digging through a
recently released CA State Lands
Commission Draft Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) and unearthed troubling red flags
that warrant increased public awareness and
outrage.
The State Lands Commission has ultimate
CEQA (California Environmental Quality Act)
authority of this EIR approval. That approval is
what Southern California Edison (Edison) needs
to secure the last and final permit from
California the Coastal Commission to
decommission and demolish San Onofre.
Here are just a few ‘Significant and
Unavoidable’ classifications of environmental
hazards that raised red flags with us:

Offers no ‘Mitigation
Monitoring’ recommendations
(they don’t know how to fix it)
Red Flag!

Red Flag!

Recommends that Edison or
their contractor self-monitor and
self- report radiation leaks
(can you really trust them?)

Red Flag!

Recommends Edison and/or
their contractor define their own
“mitigation measures”
(rooster watching hen house)

Additionally, several topics are specific to
limiting public (beach) access. Public Watchdogs
believes these red flags fly in the face of our
State Lands Commission’s responsibility to
ensure its own mission statement:
‘The Commission protects the lands and resources
entrusted to its care through balanced management,
marine protection and pollution prevention, adaptation to
climate change, and ensuring public access to these lands
and waters for current and future generations.’

Our State Lands Commission holds the last San
Onofre approval hearing in San Diego on
December 11th. Visit publicwatchdogs.org to
find out when and where this meeting will occur.

Acjachemen, Continued from Page 1
support of the Juaneño Band of Mission Indians,
Acjachemen Nation, (pronounced A-hawsh-a-men)
who conducted the massive aerial art installation at
San Onofre State Beach Park with internationally
renowned artist, John Quigley.
The event, titled Acjachemen Wisdom Day, was
created to draw national and international media
attention to the fact that deadly radioactive waste is
buried on sacred lands 108 feet from the Pacific.
According to Adelia Sandoval, the tribe’s
Cultural Director, “Acjachemen Wisdom Day is the
coming together in support of Orange and North
San Diego communities to understand what must
happen regarding threats posed by the San Onofre
Nuclear Generating Station. We need safe
containment and geographically appropriate
storage of nuclear waste.”
Charles Langley, of Public Watchdogs, which
helped fund and organize the event, says “This
nuclear graveyard is also a beach of heartbreaking
beauty.”
According to Nina Babiarz, a Public Watchdogs
Board Member and author of a 450-page report on
failed emergency planning at San Onofre, “A beach
is the worst place in America to put nuclear waste.
Roughly 14 nuclear reactors are being decommissioned in the USA right now. If Edison gets away
with putting this nuclear waste on one of California’s most pristine beaches it sets a dangerous
national precedent.” Get helicopter video.

Public Watchdogs
distributes 40,000
FREE Sun Flowers

Radiation absorbing sunflowers planted near Mt. Fuji in Japan

Growing Awareness
Sunflowers (Helianthus Annus) have become
a powerful international symbol of protest
against nuclear waste and are also a symbol of
nuclear disarmament.
Why? Helianthus sunflowers have an
amazing ability to remove radiation from
polluted soil.
In April, Public Watchdogs announced that
it was distributing up to one million Helianthus
Sunflower seeds free of charge to anyone who
signs our petition to revoke the permit issued by
the California Coastal Commission allowing
Southern California Edison to bury deadly
poisonous nuclear waste on the beach at San
Onofre.
If you have friends who are interested in
nuclear safety and would like to try their hand at
raising the largest flower on Planet Earth, tell
them to sign our petition to Governor
Brown, and we’ll send them a FREE pack of
sunflowers to show our gratitude

Will your sunflower “radiate” goodwill?

More than 300 people laid their bodies and surfboards on the
ground to create this image from the Acjachemen flag

The hunt is on! Public Watchdogs is seeking
photos of your sunflowers grown from seeds
we’ve distributed for planting. Pluck a pic of
your favorite sunflower and send it to us for
posting to our website. Claim your spot in
our campaign for a million sunflowers
to be cultivated in order to grow the
public’s awareness!

Public Watchdogs Files
Federal lawsuit to stop
burial of nuclear waste
on the beach!

Demands court Injunction to stop the
ongoing beachfront burial of nuclear waste
that’s deadly for 250,000 years
Last November 15, Public Watchdogs
announced that it had sued the United States
Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, Southern
California Edison, and San Diego Gas & Electric on
the grounds that the defendants lack the legal
authority to bury nuclear waste on the beach at San
Onofre State Beach Park.
The lawsuit seeks a court injunction to prevent the ongoing burial of millions of pounds of
deadly high-level nuclear waste. Edison intends to
bury the lethal waste 108 feet from one of
America’s most cherished surfing and swimming
beaches. The waste is deadly for millions of years,
but under the current plan, it will be stored in a
system that is only warranted to last ten years
(click here for a copy of the warranty).
By 2019, when all of the radioactive spent fuel is
fully transferred, the San Onofre Beachfront
Nuclear Waste Dump will be the largest privately
operated high-level waste dump in the United
States. Edison’s new dump is located in a tsunami
inundation zone, on top of an earthquake fault and
in the center of one of the most densely populated
regions in the USA. Its proximity to the LOSSAN
rail corridor (the second busiest in the USA), and
Interstate 5 poses a horrific regional economic risk.

Settlement to “move the waste”
is a false promise
Edison’s plans to bury the waste were recently
accelerated after a horse-hockey lawsuit claiming
to revoke the burial permit issued by the Coastal
Commission was settled out of court in secret, nonpublic negotiations.
The so-called “Settlement to move the nuclear
waste” actually enshrines and reinforces Edison’s
dubious legal right to keep the nuclear waste on the
beach but includes vague and legally weak
promises that Edison will use “commercially
reasonable” efforts to find an alternate location.
It is the opinion of Public Watchdogs that the
“settlement to move the waste” is a sell-out and a
sham, perpetrated by greedy attorneys out for
quick money and a few moments of

public glory, and it is why we filed for relief in
Federal Court on your behalf.

Temporary delays
The latest Public Watchdogs’ lawsuit has been
delayed due to a backlog of immigration cases in
San Diego from Trump’s order to separate the
children of immigrants from their parents. The
Judge has also given Public Watchdogs the
opportunity to amend the lawsuit with new
evidence, which will be filed before the end of the
month.

“I watched a snail crawl on the edge of a straight razor.”

Public Utility Commission
horrifies the usual suspects
by giving “Party Status” to
Public Watchdogs
The bad guys won, but we managed to get their
attention. In March, PUC rattled the cages of the
“usual suspects” in the rate hearings into San
Onofre. Public Watchdogs filed a motion and was
granted standing, when we urged the Commission
to reject a secretly negotiated multi-billion dollar
bailout at your expense.
We pulled back the curtain on the secret
payola and shenanigans that paid the sell-out law
firm of Aguirre & Severson $5.4 million for
endorsing a shameful corporate bailout at the
public’s expense (get a bar graph of damage$).
Public Watchdogs demanded something that
was never granted: Public hearings into the
suspicious activity that has resulted in the public
being forced to pay $2.525 Billion to bail out
Southern California Edison’s foolish engineering
blunders at your expense. Why did we do it?

Because the law says the public’s utility rates
should have been set in public hearings.

Grave robbery

Supressed NRC
reports exposed!

These never-before-seen secret
reports show that Edison and the NRC
may have teamed up to keep the
public in the dark about earthquake
risks to the public at San Onofre
History of Skullduggery
When Southern California Edison began
building the San Onofre Nuclear Generating
Station (SONGS) in the late 1960s, the power
plant’s design required that the giant domes be
situated near sea level, on the beach. Building
SONGS meant removing a 150-foot high cliff to
accommodate the plant’s mighty once-through
cooling system, which required vast quantities of
water from the Pacific Ocean.
As it turns out, those formerly majestic cliffs
were also sacred burial grounds. According to
archeologists, the Juaneño Band of Mission
Indians, Acjachemen Nation had originally lived at
San Onofre since the close of the last ice age more
than 12,000 years ago.
Sometime in the late 1960’s or early 70’s
Bechtel corp was hired by Edison. A Bechtel
engineer named Brock found the remains of three
Acjachemen on top of the soon-to-be-destroyed
cliffs at San Onofre. Knowing human remains
would surely slow or stop construction, he hid the
bones. Years after Mr. Brock’s death, the
Acjachemen received a disturbing package of leg
bones, a cranium, and other body parts.
Human bones must be reported to the police to
rule out the possibility of homicides, but Mr. Brock
did not obey the law.
It certainly begs the question, how would the
Brock family feel if we disturbed Mr. Brock’s grave
and kept his leg bones and skull as a souvenir?
A positive twist to this macabre story of
desecrated graves is that the Acjachemen have
provided a letter to the Court that demonstrates
“past harm” in support of our lawsuit to revoke
Edison’s nuclear waste burial permit. Reading this
letter isn’t easy but you can see it for yourself here.

Original research conducted by Public
Watchdogs’ at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) archives has unearthed alarming geological
evidence suggesting that Southern California
Edison may have ignored dangerous earthquake
faults when it built Units 1, 2, and 3 at the San
Onofre Nuclear Generating Station.
Apparently, the NRC suppressed the publication
of two incriminating geological reports by Fugro
Corporation. According to the NRC, the reports
weren’t a secret, they were simply never made
public, and they were not publicly available during
construction. Public Watchdogs unearthed the
reports with a Freedom Of Information Act inquiry
to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Public Watchdogs believes in complete public
transparency, so we’ve published both of these
technical geological documents on our Web site at
www. publicwatchdogs.org/resources/.

FUGRO: Analysis of Geologic
Features at San Onofre Nuclear
Generating Station, July, 1976

FUGRO: Final Report on
Geologic Features at San Onofre
Nuclear Generating Station
Units 2 and 3, August, 1976
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Public Watchdogs
gets new Advocate

Danika Carson seen here, is Public
Watchdogs’ latest staff addition.
Ms. Carson comes to public advocacy with a
Bachelor’s and Masters degree in Criminal Justice
from Ashford University.
Her career objective is “To grow and further
my skills and knowledge in different departments.” Public Watchdogs intends to ensure
Danika will have plenty of opportunity to do just
that! We are thrilled to have such a selfmotivated and creative team member added to
our staff. Welcome Danika!

First Try: Bulls Eye!
By special invitation of
one of our Rancho
Santa Fe donors, Public
Watchdogs’ attended a
unique soiree; an ax
throwing party. Our
intrepid CEO, Charles
Langley, stepped up and hit the bull’s eye on his
very first try … no wonder he’s smiling.

A happy advocate at work in our new office at 7867 Convoy Ct. Suite #302

Public Watchdogs has appeared on three very
independent radio shows. Click the links below, or
listen in on our YouTube Channel.

host Jim Jones and

Music for the
Revolution,
10,000 Songs
for Good
Public Watchdogs.

Nuclear Hotseat
Podcast, San
Onofre 5-Years

after shutdown: The problems continue
with host Libbe Halevy and Public Watchdogs.

John and Ken
Show, Nuclear
Waste Buried at San
Onofre, KFI

New Diggs for the dogs …

Our original “dog house” had humble
beginnings as home offices. But thanks to a lot of
work by many people we have finally found a
permanent home after three years of searching.
Located in Kearny Mesa, the new office
includes a small studio where future
programming concepts can be cultivated. Now,
thanks to donors like you, this centrally located
office is filled with gently used furniture,
computer equipment, bustling advocates, and
house full of gratitude (our heartfelt thanks).
Supporters and volunteers have helped to
furnish and polish up our new digs and we’re
planning an open house soon so stay tuned for
details.

YES! Sign me on as a Charter Member!
I am joining Public Watchdogs! Please enroll me as one
of Public Watchdog’s first 1,000 Charter Members. I’ll get the satisfaction
of knowing that my money is exposing regulatory corruption and
supporting Public Watchdogs’ lawsuits to safely remove the nuclear
waste from the beach at San Onofre!
__$100 Protector $75 Guardian __$40 Watch Dog
__$25 Watchpuppy

__ Other $______________

Name __________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City/State/Zip _____________________________________
E-Mail___________________________________________
Join at www.publicwatchdogs.org, or mail to: Attention Charter Member Dept.

7867 Convoy Court, Suite 302, San Diego CA 92111

